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The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. Under the previous order, the 
leadership time is reserved. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, there 
will now be a period of morning busi-
ness until 4 p.m. with Senators per-
mitted to speak therein for up to 10 
minutes each. 

The Senator from North Carolina. 

f 

ORDER OF PROCEDURE 

Mr. BURR. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent to speak in morning 
business for up to 40 minutes. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

f 

NATURAL GAS IN AMERICA 

Mr. BURR. Mr. President, I thank 
the majority leader for his leadership 
on an amendment to the Transpor-
tation bill, the Menendez-Reid-Burr 
amendment. For short title purposes, 
it is called the NAT GAS bill. This is 
not a new bill. It is not a difficult bill 
to understand. It is a game changer as 
it relates to our energy policy in this 
country and, more importantly, the 
economic security of our country. 

I wish to take these 40 minutes to 
walk through the bill. But before I do 
that, it is essential to say to my col-
leagues and to their staffs and to the 
American people: If for some reason 
you believe that in the next 18 months 
in America we are going to have mas-
sive tax reform—lower rates, no deduc-
tions, no credits, no subsidies—then I 
want you to do me a favor. Turn off 
your TV. Leave the gallery. I will 
never convince you this is the right 
move. In fact, if I believed we were 
going to do comprehensive tax reform, 
I would not be on this floor. I would 
not be offering this amendment. But 
the truth is, there is nobody in Amer-
ica who believes that is going to hap-
pen. 

Let me say this to all of my col-
leagues, their staffs, and to the Amer-
ican people: If you believe some mirac-
ulous thing is going to happen and 
there is going to be peace in the Middle 
East—no civil wars, no nuclear ad-
vancements, no threats—then turn off 
your TV. Leave the gallery. I will 
never convince you nor would I be here 
today if I thought that was going to 
happen. 

The truth is that as policymakers we 
are charged with doing things based 
upon the landscape and the framework 
we have in front of us. Today, in the 
absence of this body acting—the Con-
gress of the United States—the Amer-
ican people will get exactly what they 
have gotten: escalation of energy costs; 
that is, to fill their cars, to fill their 
trucks, to heat their houses. It is felt 
through the increased costs of the busi-

nesses for which they work. This is 
about personal security. This is about 
the livelihood of every American. 

Let me just say now, if you are still 
with me—if you haven’t turned off the 
tube or left the gallery—the single 
most important reason we should do 
this is our national security. Our na-
tional security is vital to this country. 

Let me just stop and pose a question 
to my colleagues: Who controls today 
our access to and our cost of energy? It 
is not us. In many cases it is people 
around the world who don’t even like 
us who control whether we are going to 
have access to oil or what the cost is 
going to be. Today 70 percent of our oil 
is imported. So we have 30 percent that 
we have some ability to control and to 
access, but for 70 percent of it we are at 
the whims of other people. We are at 
the whims of the market. They don’t 
like us, and they don’t care what we 
pay. And, I might say, many of those 
countries use the dollars we send them 
to fund terrorism—to fund the very 
people we run into on the battlefield in 
Afghanistan, Iraq, and around the 
world. They aren’t concerned with our 
economy. They aren’t concerned with 
the future of our country or the future 
of our children. It is not a very com-
forting situation to rely on for our en-
ergy, especially with 70 percent reli-
ance on what they have. 

Let me suggest this requires U.S. dol-
lars to be spent and U.S. lives to be put 
on the line to make sure that day in 
and day out this country has access to 
that 70 percent reliance on black gold. 
Look at the gulf: ships, sailors, ma-
rines, aircraft, all in the gulf to make 
sure somebody doesn’t shut down the 
Strait of Hormuz; to make sure we 
have access to that oil. It certainly 
doesn’t cap what we pay at the pump or 
the taxes we pay to assure that when 
we need it, it is going to be there. 

Some claim speculators are the 
whole problem with the oil industry. I 
will admit I think around the edges—a 
couple of cents a gallon—it is specula-
tion; futures traders probably do have 
a little bit of impact. But it is not sig-
nificant, and speculators don’t control 
our access to it. Our reliance on foreign 
oil is what judges whether we have ac-
cess to it or not. We must admit our 
access today is a national security 
threat. 

No. 2: Economic security. The Pre-
siding Officer and I know a word that is 
called LIHEAP, which is the low-in-
come heating program for seniors 
across this country and for individuals 
who can’t afford home heating oil. We 
will spend $5.1 billion this year to sub-
sidize home heating fuel. This entire 
NAT GAS bill—which is a game chang-
er relative to the cost of not just home 
heating fuel but diesel and gasoline— 
costs a little over $3 billion, and the 
taxpayers aren’t on the hook for one 
penny of it. I will get to that a little 
bit later. 

The U.S. economy is starting to re-
cover. We have seen signs not in every 
community and not in every sector of 

our economy, but we see signs that it is 
moving in the right direction. But 
there is one common thread that all 
economists agree on: If energy costs go 
up, we stand the chance of cutting off 
that recovery. We stand the chance of 
freezing or increasing unemployment 
at above the rates they are today. How 
quickly we recover, how quickly Amer-
icans are hired, how quickly unemploy-
ment goes down, how this affects our 
balance of trade—we haven’t even 
talked about the individual family 
budget. 

Think of what a typical family is 
faced with today—the cost on a weekly 
basis to fill up that vehicle. Many fam-
ilies have accepted jobs not close to 
where they live but where jobs are 
available. They drive from one commu-
nity to another. Some drive from one 
State to another because that is where 
the job is. We have had no increase in 
wages, we all know that, but we have 
seen food prices and gas prices and en-
ergy prices go up. Here is an oppor-
tunity for us to have a real impact on 
the family budget in America without 
charging the American people one 
penny to have us do it. 

In my opinion, we should have start-
ed new exploration decades ago. Had we 
explored for oil and natural gas—on-
shore, offshore—had we built pipelines, 
we might not have this problem right 
now. For those who say we shouldn’t do 
it now because it will be 10 years down 
the road before we feel the effects, we 
had this same debate 10 years ago, and 
we had it 18 years ago when I got to the 
House of Representatives. Today we 
are still talking about the same thing. 
The only thing that has changed is the 
price of energy in America. 

I believe we ought to focus on Amer-
ica and North America, and we ought 
to tap those resources in a safe and en-
vironmentally friendly way, which is, 
in fact, where technology allows us to 
go today. 

My third goal of this bill is energy 
security. This year we voted against 
pipelines. They would have provided 
some security. We have reduced some 
foreign demand, not much. Today we 
are reducing exploration; we are not in-
creasing exploration at home. Who 
pays the bill? The American people. It 
is real simple. It is just passing 
through and pretty soon we get used to 
$3.76, which is the national average. In 
some places in the country it is over $4. 
But 3 years ago the price of gas was 
$1.86. 

I was rated as the seventh most con-
servative Member of the Senate. This 
year I bought a hybrid. I bought a hy-
brid because I was tired of paying peo-
ple money who hate us. I was tired of 
paying an exorbitant amount for gaso-
line. I would personally do anything I 
could to make sure I reduced my con-
sumption and my cost. But the only 
way I can affect every American family 
is to come to this floor and to change 
the policies we have in this country in 
a way that nobody is slighted, nobody 
is cheated, nobody loses. 
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